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² Legend:  All dates refer to years after the creation
      Scale 400 years/inch (11”x8½” chart)

      All dates marked with an accuracy of ±10 years
	         indicates the birth or death of key people
	         indicates significant events worthy of note

Adam b.0
Seth b.130

Enosh b.235
Cainan b.325
Mahalalel b.395

Jared b.460
Enoch b.622

Methuselah b.687
Lamech b.874

Noah b.1056
Shem b.1558

The Great Flood Occurs  1656
Arphaxad b.1658

Salah b.1693
Eber b.1723
Peleg b.1757

Tower of Babel timeframe 1757-1996
Reu b.1787
Serug b.1819
Nahor b.1849

Terah b.1878
Abram (Abraham) b.2008

Sarah b.2018
God calls Abram to move to Canaan from Ur  2078

Abram leaves Haran at 75 for Canaan  2083
Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed  2107

Ishmael b.2094
Isaac b.2108

Isaac marries Rebecca 2148
Jacob b.2168

Jacob serves Laban 20 years (Gen. 31:41)  2245-2265
Joseph b.2259

Joseph sold into slavery at age 17  2276
Joseph made second to Pharaoh at age 30  2289

Seven years of plenty  2289-2296;
Jacob and his family move to Egypt  2298

Moses b.2428
Hebrew Sojurn 430 years  2078-2508

Wandering in the Wilderness  2508-2548
Conquest of Canaan begins  2548

Solomon’s reign as king  2984-3024
Building of Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 6:1,38)  2988-2995

d.930 (930 years)
d.1042 (912 years)

d.1140 (905 years)
d.1235 (910 years)

d.1290 (895 years)
d.1422 (962 years)

d.987 (365 years)
d.1656 (969 years)
d.1651 (777 years)

d.2006 (950 years)
d.2158 (600 years)

d.2096 (438 years)
d.2126 (433 years)

d.2187 (464 years)
d.1996 (239 years)
(Most likely in 1757, because Peleg is named for incident)
d.2026 (239 years)
d.2049 (230 years)

d.1997 (148 years)
d.2083 (205 years)

d.2183 (175 years)
d.2145 (127 years)

(delays at Haran until Terah’s death in 2083)

d.2231 (137 years)
d.2288 (180 years)

d.2315 (147 years)

d.2369 (110 years)

Seven years of famine  2296-2303

d.2548 (120 years)

Genesis Time Line¹: creation-reference dating² (from creation to the building of Solomon’s Temple)
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Source information¹ (partial list)

Adam - Noah: Genesis 5
Shem - Abraham: Genesis 11; 25:7-8
Flood year  1656: Genesis 7:6
Hebrew Sojourn:                                                                    

–  430 years from Abram leaving Ur 
to the Hebrews’ Exodus out of Egypt                                                    
Gal.3:16-17a; Gen. 12:1-3b; Ex.12:40c                                           
–  400 years from birth of Isaac to Exodus 
Gen.15:13-16; Acts 7:6 

Ishmael: Genesis 16:16; 25:17
Isaac: Genesis 21:5; 25:20,26; 35:28-29
Joseph sold age 17: Genesis 37:2
Jacob’s family to Egypt 2298: Genesis 47:9 

(second year of famine: Genesis 45:6)
Exodus year  2508: Exodus 12:40,41
Moses  2428-2548: Acts 7:23,30; Deut. 34:7
Connecting the beginning of Solomon’s reign  

(year 2984) to the Exodus: 1 Kings 6:1
Brief summary of Jewish patriarchs: Acts 7

a  per Gal. 3:16-17, chart presents 430 years between 
God’s commission of Abraham to sojourn and God’s 
commission of the Mosaic law

b  explains both Gen. 11:31 and Gen. 12:4-8
c  includes Abram’s time in Egypt, Gen. 12:9-13:1
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³ Legend:  All dates refer to years B.C. (Before Christ)
      Scale 400 years/inch (11”x8½” chart)

      All dates marked within ±10 years
	         indicates the birth or death of key people
	         indicates significant events worthy of note

Adam b.3954
Seth b.3824

Enosh b.3719
Cainan b.3629
Mahalalel b.3559

Jared b.3494
Enoch b.3332

Methuselah b.3267
Lamech b.3080

Noah b.2898
Shem b.2396

The Great Flood Occurs  2298
Arphaxad b.2296

Salah b.2261
Eber b.2231
Peleg b.2197

Tower of Babel timeframe 2197-1958
Reu b.2167
Serug b.2135
Nahor b.2105

Terah b.2076
Abram (Abraham) b.1946

Sarah b.1936
God calls Abram to move to Canaan from Ur  1876

Abram leaves Haran at 75 for Canaan  1871
Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed  1847

Ishmael b.1860
Isaac b.1846

Isaac marries Rebecca 1806
Jacob b.1786

Jacob serves Laban 20 years (Gen. 31:41)  1709-1689
Joseph b.1695

Joseph sold into slavery at age 17  1678
Joseph made second to Pharaoh at age 30  1665

Seven years of plenty  1665-1658;
Jacob and his family move to Egypt  1656

Moses b.1526
Hebrew Sojurn 430 years  1876-1446

Wandering in the Wilderness  1446-1406
Conquest of Canaan begins  1406

Solomon’s reign as king²  970-930
Building of Solomon’s temple² (1 Kings 6:1,38)  966-959

d.3024 (930 years)
d.2912 (912 years)

d.2814 (905 years)
d.2719 (910 years)

d.2664 (895 years)
d.2532 (962 years)

d.2967 (365 years)
d.2298 (969 years)
d.2303 (777 years)

d.1948 (950 years)
d.1796 (600 years)

d.1858 (438 years)
d.1828 (433 years)

d.1767 (464 years)
d.1958 (239 years)
(Most likely in 2197, because Peleg is named for incident)
d.1928 (239 years)
d.1905 (230 years)

d.1997 (148 years)
d.1871 (205 years)

d.1771 (175 years)
d.1809 (127 years)

(delays at Haran until Terah’s death in 1871)

d.1723 (137 years)
d.1666 (180 years)

d.1639 (147 years)

d1585 (110 years)

Seven years of famine  1658-1651

d.1406 (120 years)

Genesis Time Line: a possible dating in terms of today’s calendar³ using as a start reference 966-959 B.C. for building of Solomon’s Temple
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³ How can we relate to our own time the 
major events recorded in Genesis?

Many Bible passages provide key information 
describing a time-relationship of events to other events 
— for example, we read of Adam being 130 years 
old when his son Seth was born; this simple fact is 
unaffected by whether Seth was his immediate child or 
a later descendant.  Several passages actually explain in 
depth how to add and relate this type of facts together.

Relying upon the Bible as our guide, applying grade-
school-level math skills, being aware of passages with 
estimates or rounded-off numbers, and using the creation 
as our dating reference, we can reconstruct an unbroken 
chain of specific events from the creation down to the 
building of Solomon’s temple.

It just so happens that Solomon is about as far back as 
archaeologists can date events with reasonable accuracy 
(i.e. ±10 to 20 years).  The general consensus is that 
Solomon began his reign about 970 B.C.  Applied to 
1 Kings 6:1, this in turn suggests that Solomon began 
building the temple in 966 B.C.  If we apply this estimate 
as the dating reference for our timeline, we can then 
visualize this unbroken chain of events in terms of 
today’s calendar.


